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In my consideration of the Faculty Association’s proposal regarding ISQ and Grade Distribution 

Data (FA 13-54), I consulted with the UNF General Counsel’s office and with the UNF Student 

Government. The General Counsel advised that, while ISQ and grade distribution data must be 

made available to students, there is no legal requirement that ISQ and grade distribution data be 

made available to students through the University’s course schedule website. From a strictly 

legal perspective, this data could be made available through the UNF Library. The UNF Library 

indicated, during the discussion of the proposal, that, if required, the Library would make the 

data available on the Library’s website. It is clear that the data will be provided electronically 

and not in paper-only format. 

 

Student Government indicated that they are “committed to providing our students with the 

highest possible levels of information throughout the course selection process.” When registering 

for classes, SG argues that “students deserve to be empowered with as much information as 

legally and administratively possible,” and it believes that the current method is the easiest and 

most accessible method. An apparent fundamental difference between the Faculty Affairs 

Committee and the SG is the usefulness of the ISQ and grade distribution data. The Faculty 

Association argued that “the current location could be misinterpreted by students since it implies 

that such data should be used in the selection of courses.” SG argues that such data empowers the 

students, hence it must believe that, at least for some students, using the data in the selection of 

courses is a proper use. 

 

One additional consideration is the extent to which our students actually access the ISQ and 

grade distribution data. Based on monthly data for the period February – October 2013, the 

number of distinct student visits ranged from 4 to 1124, with the two peak months being April 

(1124 visits) and August (823). These visits were converted to percentages of all students by Dr. 

Rakita, and represent between 0% and 7%, with the two peak months being 7% in April and 5% 

in August. Other months were between 0% and 3%. 

 

Given the importance, at least symbolically, of the accessibility of the ISQ and grade distribution 

data to students during registration, and the likelihood that moving the data to the UNF Library’s 

website would be viewed by students as a pointless irritant, and given that only a small minority 

of our students utilize the data, there seems to be little value in moving the ISQ and grade 

distribution data away from its current location. For these reasons, I have disapproved the 

proposal. 

 



However, I would like to recommend to the Faculty Association that the Faculty Affairs 

Committee draft a short statement to be attached to the ISQ and grade distribution data that 

indicates appropriate use of or limitations to using the data for course selection. I hope you will 

consider this recommendation.  


